THE    SPHINX    SPEAKS    UP                  IJl
At that time Germany was already in an extremely pre-
carious and fluctuating economic situation, which made it
particularly important to have a friend in high financial
circles, who could, if called upon, give one an interpretation
of economic happenings. This made it easier to present an
impartial picture of events in one's news dispatches.
I was accordingly delighted upon my return to Berlin to
be able to make such a friend in the person of Carl Fiirsten-
berg, one of Germany's leading bankers and without doubt
the most amusing man in the German capital. Thousands of
anecdotes and witticisms, both true and imaginary, con-
nected with his name went the round in Germany. The old
gentleman was the founder of the huge concern, the Allgemeine
Elektrizitatsgesellschaft, the German counterpart of the
American General Electric. When I knew him, he had really
retired from active directorship of the big bank known as
the Berliner Handelsgesellschaft; but true to the principle
that a good horse dies in harness, he still spent the day at
his office desk. He was a universally popular figure, and after
having done great service to the economic interests of his
country, his life came to a close at the age of eighty-three
in 1933.
I called on him frequently-in order to inquire his opinion
of events in the sphere of world economics, and each time I
would recount the latest 'Furstenberg anecdotes' which were
circulating in Berlin, and ask him whether they were
authentic. It was once reported, for instance, that, after a
business meeting, he had suggested a date on which the
conference might be continued, but another banker, G.,
an equally well-known Berlin figure, had behaved somewhat
pompously and met each suggestion with the words, *I shall
not be free on that day,' finally suggesting, 'How about three
weeks from to-day, at four in the afternoon?' to which
Furstenberg replied, 'I regret infinitely, but /shall not be
free on that day. I shall have to attend a funeral.'
Once, when I visited him, he greeted me with the words,